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The steps below are intended only for the management of small
propane cylinders, such as those used in portable hand torches.
Contact the EHS Office or the Maintenance Foreman to obtain

disposal instructions for all other propane cylinders.

1.  Waste propane cylinders are to be placed into a collection bin in the
Hazardous Waste Storage Room.  Every two weeks (or whenever the
collection bin is full) the Maintenance employee assigned to EHS
activities will sort, depressurize and puncture collected cylinders.  This is
not to be performed by any other employee without prior training by the
Hazardous Waste Coordinator.

2.  The collected propane cylinders will be inspected and any usable
cylinders (i.e., not empty and still functional) will be returned to service.
Empty and otherwise unuseable cylinders will be moved outside or under
a fume hood to be depressurized, vented and punctured.  During this
process, appropriate warning signs shall be posted in the area to alert
nearby personnel.

DANGER!
Explosive Vapors (Propane)

Remove all potential ignition sources before cylinders are
depressurized, vented or punctured. Failure to remove these

sources could  result in serious injury or death.

3.  Cylinders will be depressurized by slowly loosening the relief valve
(located on the side of the top of the cylinder) using a tire core wrench.
The relief valve is to be removed if possible, but only after all residual gas
has been released.

4.  Once the cylinder has been fully depressurized, its sidewall will be
punctured using a non-sparking puncture device.

5.  After being punctured, cylinders must be vented outside or under a
fume hood for a minimum of four hours to ensure they are free of vapors.
Appropriate warning signs shall be posted at the venting location to alert
nearby personnel.

6.  Once they have been depressurized, punctured and vented, cylinders
will be placed into the scrap metal bin for recycling.
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